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F5J & E-RES POSTALS (please open attach-
ment in body of email for spreadsheets). 
Both F5J and E-RES Postal competitions 
have ended for the year and the old format 
now had its day. See right . 
That leaves an undisputed winner in both 
events to claim the honour's for 2022. No 
surprises as Bill Kent from SA has led both 
events for most of the year. Congratula-
tions William!  Here’s a little surprise to 
honour the wins: 
“I have since flown the model with battery 
pack left fitted on the slope in winds of 25 
knots and found it equally pleasant to fly.—- 
- I was enjoying the flying so much that at 
the end of sessions totaling over two hours 
the battery went flat and you know the rest. 
After climbing down to the beach—-  “ Bill 
Kent, Airborne #36, Dec 1979. Bill also 
wrote the SIGNALS RC electronics column in 
Airborne early eighties. 
I came down from a good height using flaps 
only to run into sink.  
Then I mucked up the landing and missed 
the tape. Honesty from Ken Woodward. 
Well that's it for me for the year.  It has 
been fun and very challenging for me to 
put in a fair score each month.   This Postal 
has required me to go out a fly when I 
would probably have not bothered on oc-
casions, so one of the main reasons for the 
comp has succeeded for me. 
Bill Kent  has the last word. 

POSTALS 2023 — All new & ready for next year. 
Attached to your email is the final Rules for this 
competition with a How-To now tagged on the 
end. 
For those who have already competed in a comp. 
using their phone to register scores this is a no-
brainer. For the rest it’s relatively simple and intu-
itive. 
First thing to do—send me a quick email to regis-
ter your interest in F5J or E-RES or both. Then you 
will get a QR code for the first  round in Jan/Feb.  
Do three consecutive flights, the best you can 
then scan the code with the reader on your mo-
bile and enter the three flights. 
Basically it’s as easy as that. Full instructions sent 
with your QR code email—in case you need 
them. 
Each monthly round will become active on the 
first day of the month from March through No-
vember. Except the February round starts mid 
Jan. A shorter emf e-mag will be sent out around 
mid January as another reminder. The codes will 
become active shortly after. Those participating 
in the Armidale Expo can submit their first three 
flights if they want.  This is a new, innovative and 
exciting comp and anyone anywhere can fly in it 
anywhere. So let’s give it a try.  

Postal 
winner 
Bill Kent 
with his 
Simitri 
at 
Went-
worth, 
SA 
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THERMAL TRAIN-
ING NOTES, Mar-
cus Stent.  Part 3. 

Weather, contin-
ued—-  

Cont. next issue   
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I have done a follow-up with the CIAM on the dates for the 2023 F5J World Championships to be held in Bulgaria. The dates I previ-
ously provided have been brought forward one week due to the F3K World Championships. 
 The dates are now: 
11th – 12th August 2023 F5J World Cup event.  Practice event for the World Championships. 
13th – 19th August 2023 F5J World Championship event. 
These dates were confirmed at a CIAM Bureau meeting.  Hopefully, these dates will hit the CIAM event calendar soon. 
 As mentioned previously,  these events will be held at the field used for the 2015 F3J European Championships and the 2018 F5J Euro-
pean Championships. This field as located outside of Dupnitsa (Dupnica), about 60km south of Sofia, Bulgaria’s capital. Location of the 
field is 42°17'48.62"N 23° 9'29.69"E. Pop these coordinates into Google Maps and check out the satellite view and street view. The fol-
lowing YouTube video is of the 2018 F5J EU Championships. If you watch the first 4 minutes you will get a 360 deg view of the field and 
a description. https://youtu.be/jgoIgeh22EY  

Next major event 
is the long-
standing and pop-
ular Sailplane Ex-
po at Armidale. 

For F5J and E-RES. 

It’s a bit cooler in 
Armidale but a 
good warm-up for 
the F5J Interna-
tional and team 
selection in 
March, in SA. 

Enter now! 

WORLD 
CHAMPION-
SHIPS F5J. 
From Trevor 
Smith 
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MAGNUS - Made in China (part1).     Phil Bird. 

A  few months back on yet another rainy day in NSW I was wasting time on the computer looking at 
model shop websites. A model caught my eye or rather the price did, on Hyperflights UK site.  The 

model in question was called “Magnus”. This is a 1.5m all moulded hotliner, 6 channel (no rudder).  

 Although large moulded F5J gliders are my main passion I also like flying fast aerobatic models such as 
vintage pattern models that bore large holes in the sky. After convincing myself this Magnus model could 
be fun (didn’t really need much convincing, the boredom because of all the rain was the main reason) I 
investigated further.  The Magnus was originally designed by an English guy as a slope soarer and the 
manufacturing and sales were put out to a company in China called TJIRC. If it wasn’t for the price as soon 
as China was mentioned I wouldn’t have gone any further. 

 There are a couple of builders groups for this model along with a Facebook page; I could not find any 
negative comments in fact all were very positive. TJIRC modified the original slope soarer with a different 
fuselage that could take a motor, that also involved adding a pocket behind the wing to house the eleva-
tor servo.  The Magnus is available in glass or carbon versions, I ordered glass. 

 So I paid my money, freight charge wasn’t too bad as the shipping box was less than 1 metre long. I al-
ready had spare servos and an ESC I could use, 8mm thick DS843 on the ailerons, 10mm BMS126 on the 
flaps and elevator and a YGE 60amp esc, all I needed was a motor. I don’t know much about electric mo-
tors other than they have wires going to them instead of fuel tubing so Ecalc helped. Again with cost at 
the top of the list I figured a 1400 KV Turnigy Gliderdrive motor running on 3s would be a good compro-
mise. Then what came up on RC trader a 1400 Gliderdrive motor for $30, perfect.   

 Until this point in time I would not have used the words China and Quality models in the same sentence. 
On opening the box I was impressed at the workmanship, not perfect but very good. Lots of carbon used 
for reinforcement. The flap and aileron gap seals are particularly well done. Minor negatives are excess 
resin used in the fuselage and the ailerons and flaps are not perfectly straight, perhaps being taken out of 
the mould too soon. 

I had no problems with the equipment installation. Checked the motor with a 10X6 prop I had, amps a 
little more than recommended but that was stationary and the motor was not going to be on all the time. 
Flying weight is 1250 grams so it’s no lightweight with a wing loading over 18oz/sq ft.  

 Now to the good bit, flying.  I got someone to launch it for me on the first launch just in case but that was 
a non-event ,the model tracked straight and reasonably fast, vertical rolls with no sign of slowing down. 
Two things quickly became apparent. The elevator is very powerful, try to turn too tight and the model 
would snap roll very quickly. The other being the flaps, they slow the model nicely, however closing them 
too quickly causes the model to fall out of the sky until airspeed has built back up, so care is needed on a 
landing approach. This model also thermals very well, I have had a couple of 18 minute flights. Thermal 
turns are not great as there is no rudder.  

 I have had one bad arrival due to lack of concentration on my part where I turned too tight, to low and 
flicked rolled in.  A strong model and very soft ground because of all the rain saved the day. Moving the 
CofG back (yes) and reducing the elevator throw have helped things. 

 For $420 this model is a bargain. It’s not hard to fly but certainly not a beginners model as things happen 
very quickly. 

(Photo’s next page) 

Get it for LEG! Ed. 
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Very thin wing, supplied servo covers only 
just clear the arms. (And a good view of 
Phil’s man cave! - Ed) 

Nicely molded 
gap seals 

Substantial carbon 
joiner.  The 
1800mAh battery 
lives under the 
joiner, pushed 
right back because 
of 140g motor. 

MAGNUS 1.5M MAGNUS 1.5M MAGNUS 1.5M 
moulded moulded moulded    
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Philip Kolb, F5J INTERNATIONAL AND WORLD 
CHAMPS TEAM SELECTION. 

The MAAA and LSF Australia have arranged for Philip Kolb from Ger-
many to visit Australia in March 2023.   
Philip has enormous experience in the construction and design of 
radio-controlled gliders from 2 meter balsa models to large scale 
GPS racing gliders. Philip is also a highly successful competition pilot, 
having been part of winning teams at World and European Champi-
onships, and an individual champion at European and World Cham-
pionships.   
Philip will attend Southern Soaring League’s 50th Anniversary event 
in Milang, South Australia from March 11 to 19. There will be a 3-
day F5J event that includes the Team Selection Trial for the 2023 
World Championships, and a week-long scale glider and GPS Trian-
gle rally. Philip will give talks on F5J and GPS and also run a training 
camp for GPS pilots. 
Click the link to download an entry form for the Southern Soaring 
League event. Open F5J International – Southern Soaring League, or 
contact them via email for details on the training 

camp: southernsoaringleague@gmail.com 
Philip will then travel to Brisbane from March 22 to 27 where he will 
be hosted by the Moreton Region Sports Soaring Association. Philip 
will give a talk and host flying sessions during his visit. For more in-
formation contact club president Brian Ford via 

mail: bananaman@bigpond.com   

OSPREY 2 is new, top shelf F5J model at 
reasonable price from https://
www.flightech.co.uk/product/osprey-2/ 

Next Year emf will feature Electric Old Timer.  

But what’s going on here?! 

Philip Kolb on left. Some flying field! 
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THE SOARING EMUS EVENT 

The Soaring Emus are a small bunch who get to 
West Wyalong over the Australia Day weekend for 
a second year now for LSF SAP & ESAP objectives. 
It has been confirmed by Mike O'Reiley that SAM 
eligible type OT model contests and models can be 
used for LSF objectives. 
Also it is no longer a requirement to make an appli-
cation to join the LSF system to start, just do 
it.  Again Mike O'Reiley instigated this  some time 
ago to negate unnecessary red tape. 
We know this will clash with Armidale but not all 
pilots like the F5J style of competition gliding.  So 
to those pilots we invite then to join us at West 
Wyalong this coming Australia Day Weekend.  Ar-
rive 25th Jan leave about the 30th. 
 
Go to the WEB site below and click on LSF Levels 
for forms, descriptions and flying objectives. 
Thermal and Electric gliding models only. Fly when 
you like and how you like. 
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lsfaustralia.org.au%
2F&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%

7Caa90d047c10e4f8884bd08dad994237f%
7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%
7C0%7C638061527561993707%7CUnknown%
7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQI-
joiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%
7C3000%7C%7C%
7C&amp;sdata=qSAYsBdRs0oedbeo29FFbe0fmaj3
Q718yV6e4t8rZB8%3D&amp;reserved=0 
Field GPS:  33D 49m 1274S  South   147D 17M 
30.39s EAST. 
Camping / caravan $10 per person per day this in-
cludes Electricity, hot water storage showers and 
flushing toilets. 
All fees go the NSW Free Flight Society, managers 
of the Adrian Bryant Field. 
Contact John Quigley email above for further infor-
mation.  Barry Burke is away until Jan 1 2023. 
Take care jq. 
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Al contributions, including free Classifieds, welcome. Send to editor Mel Gillott at   
reshiftxyz@hotmail.com 

** Electro Motive Force .  The emf magazine, including all back-issues is also available on 
the AEFA website. Thanks Ralph Dephoff. 

1. a) E=W/Q.  b)  Inside a source of emf that is open-circuited, the conservative electrostatic field created by separation of 
charge exactly cancels the forces producing the emf. c) Electromotive force is the characteristic of any energy source capable of 
driving electric charge around a circuit. 

2. A force, metabolizing as a passion to get airborne in a more environmentally responsible way without unduly disturbing  
other humans or the wildlife by using only the power of electro (not Max Dillon) and nature. 

3. A catchy name for an electric model binary transmitted memory of interesting clutter.  John Quigley. 

EMF 
AEFA CALENDAR 2023 

Next issue includes Repairing a car-
bon fibre fuselage boom, by Robert 
Budniak. 

Also a comprehensive, but contro-
versial article on charging lithium 
batteries. 


