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F5J & E-RES POSTALS (please open attach-
ment in body of email for spreadsheets). 
“Cant see the weather changing with not 
many days left in September.” 
“The water table is plus 20mm over most of 
the local field.  Not very conducive to the F5J 
models.” 
“My Postal score for September is ZERO!  It 
rains most nights and the water table was al-
most ground level the sunny mornings and 
almost nightly rain has kept the field wet and 
muddy. 
I hope October improves though that is not 
what is scheduled. Workshop weather only” 
“Weather has been atrocious” 
“Rivers are up but not threatening any homes 
I am aware.” 
“Wangaratta means where two rivers 
meet.  And they do just on the left of the 
north bridge into town.  Local park is flooded.”  
It seems that all I have is quotes this 
month, very little flying. 
The few results received did not change 
anything with regards to the order of 
things in both events. Please open the two 
spreadsheets for a gander at the listings 

POSTAL 2023 
With a grand total of five entries in the Postals this month 
things are not looking too bright for this concept— or this mag-
azine that exists to support it. Even allowing for climate and 
Covid it’s a poor effort. 
Last issue we reported on a new proposal for Postals 2023. An 
initiative from Gerry Carter of Glider Score to use his software, 
in the field to record a number of flights and register them for 
your monthly Postal. A secondary benefit of this concept is to 
give you a raw score total of your monthly flights as a bench-
mark to aim for and exceed. 
I received little feedback on this proposal and can only assume 
there is insufficient interest to continue beyond this year. 
 
L.E.G. UP 
Before F5J there was Limited Electric Glider, LEG. This event 
has a short 5 minute max flight and deducted points for motor 
run time. It died after the universal appeal of the international 
introduction of F5J. 
We still run LEG as a fun event at Easter’s AEFA rally and 
brought the rules up-to-date in 2021. Fun? Yes, if it’s kept low 
key the adrenalin rush of the rocket climbs combined with a 
short flight makes it attractive. And, you don’t have to carry a 
height device and you can be competitive with any electric glid-
er . Maybe change the prop and battery for more power. 
AEFA considered all this when taking up Tamworth’s offer to 
run an elec glider event there. LEG was used to compliment an 
E-RES event and there wasn’t a $5k molded model in sight. This 
from local Bob Ash afterwards: 
Just a quick note to thank you for organising, and Les for the fantastic 
donation of the tape measures to our club. 
“I can say there are 4or 5 members who now have said to me they 
are keen to have our own trial LEG event to get us ready for next 
year. Still working on more E-RES guys. It was a great incentive. Well 
done.” 
Keep LEG in mind for your events. Full rules on AEFA website 

 

Wangaratta field 
under water. 

From John Quigley 
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E-RES and LEG AT TAMWORTH. 

This new event on the Calendar, held in the music town of Tamworth, NSW had modest entries but was 
deemed a great success by locals and visitors alike. 

Weather was fine but breezy at times. 

Les Safarik won E-RES  claiming his first ever win in Oz. 

The event was run by AEFA and In a brave move they decided to pair the old LEG event as a low-key 
compliment to E-RES , This paid off and five locals were impressed enough to enter next time, (see com-
ment elsewhere). Limited Electric Glider was won by Phil Stevenson—note those motor run times!. 

Thanks to TARMAC for a great field and friendship. We’ll be back next year guys. 
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Fine field and facili-
ties at the friendly 
Tamworth club 
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Proposed 3 metre F5J Rules 
The AEFA committee listened to many pilots out there. You told us that many of you (not cur-
rently flying F5J contests) wanted to fly in contests but were deterred by the cost of the mould-
ed models. 
In order to address this concern, the AEFA committee has framed  rules for a simpler and 
smaller plane specification that have better performance than a 2 metre model, but at a cost 
substantially less than moulded gliders. 
You can read the rules in the rules section, but the rules limit the wing to 3 metres (or less) 
and constructed predominantly of wood. Additionally the power train is limited to motors with-
out gearboxes. We think that these two important restrictions will hold costs down. 
We are publishing the rules so pilots can start to build or organise their planes. 
Within a few months, there will be a suitable model available from Performance Models, a local 
kit supplier. 
From Hyperflight UK, the Introduction and Inside are suitable planes, as is the Yellow Jacket 
from the US. 
Pulsars and AVAs will be eligible if the wings are shortened. 
On line, plans for the Bird of Time and the Bubble Dancer or available, and with an electric con-
version are suitable and competitive planes. 
Have a read of the rules and start building. We hope to organise the first contest (in conjunc-
tion with an F5J event) soon. 
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SSL 50th Anniversary International Festival of Gliding 
Milang SA 
March 11-19, 2023 
  
Join us to celebrate Southern Soaring League’s 50th Anniversary with one of the biggest model glider events ever 
held in Australia! 
· F5J Open International March 11 – 14. 
· Scale Aerotow and GPS Triangle Racing March 15 – 19. 
Meet and fly with Phillip Kolb, a world-class pilot. Phillip will be giving talks throughout the event. 
Starting the celebration will be the F5J Open International, followed by a week of GPS and scale glider flying.   
We will host the first international GPS triangle racing challenge cup in Australia. All classes will be flown over the 
week including Light, Sports and Scale/SLS classes.   
During this time the skies will be opened up for general aerotow flying with some of our best tow pilots on hand.  
Prizes and trophies will be awarded for all GPS classes and a pilot’s choice award for scale gliders.  
We are very excited to announce that (subject to some final logistical details) we have a special international guest 
attending, world-renowned multiple champion of several classes in model gliding, Philip Kolb. Philip will be flying 
with us and giving talks throughout the events about glider design and GPS flying and tactics.  
With regards to our Milang flying field, there will be camping sites available and hangar storage for your gliders for 
the duration. Catering for meals throughout the week will be available at the field. In addition, there are many op-
tions for local accommodation, as we are located on the Fleurieu Peninsula and adjacent to the Adelaide Hills. You 
will find a range of amazing South Australian tourist attractions nearby that will appeal to the whole family.  
As a club, we are excited to invite all model enthusiasts to join us for a week of celebration, flying and camaraderie.  
Please follow this link to go to the Pre-Registration Form - https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdBHDC5Xn0w2Covx0eRJJb-krZjyv36ooXxZTItiZ-jozUw9g/viewform?usp=sf_link  
Philip Kolb would like to also attend an event and give a presentation somewhere on the East 
Coast so the LSF seeks offers from a host club to run such an event on the weekend of 25/26 

PILOT SKILLS.  Joe Wurts. 
Yes, pilot skill is the overwhelmingly large factor in contest results. One cannot buy your way on-
to the podium. In a somewhat small subset of conditions, aircraft selection will have a little bit of 
relevance in terms of the ability to achieve a better score. Of importance is having a lighter air-
craft for very flat conditions, and for flyoffs when conditions are good and you need to do a ~20m 
(or less!) launch to win. Which design, well, take your pick. Most of the designs have similar per-
formance for these conditions. There are subtle differences amongst the designs. Sometimes the-
se subtle differences can make the difference, although the pilot still has a much larger effect on 
the result. 
 
The pilot needs to have a bunch of different skills to achieve a good result.  
 
In very calm conditions, the ability to fly smoothly and optimally (with the appropriate airspeed 
and trailing edge position) is of very high importance. Knowing your planes performance capabili-
ties is essential (and how to extract that performance!). 
 
In active thermal conditions, flying optimally is of far less importance. Flying in the best air is es-
sential. I'd much rather fly very badly in great air, than fly great in very bad air! It frequently takes 
rough airplane handling to acquire and stay in the best air. Sometimes one needs to bang the 
sticks around a bit to stay in the best air. 
 
When there is wind, understanding the best speed to fly to go upwind becomes important. If the 
lift is light, then flying optimally becomes really important. Also, the ability to discern small 
changes in the vertical movement of the air is a large key to success. 
(Used with permission. Ed) 

emf 
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        Cont. next page—diagrams. 

Many of you would have 
seen this article, by Mar-
cus before but it’s signifi-
cant enough to be re-
visited now and then. 
To be serialised over next 
few issues of emf 

Flyers at Monto. 

See report next 
page 
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Qld F5J.  10—11th Sept 2022 



 8 

Al contributions, including free Classifieds, welcome to Mel Gillott at   
reshiftxyz@hotmail.com 

** Electro Motive Force .  The emf magazine, including all back-issues is also available on 
the AEFA website. Thanks Ralph Dephoff. 

1. a) E=W/Q.  b)  Inside a source of emf that is open-circuited, the conservative electrostatic field created by separation of 
charge exactly cancels the forces producing the emf. c) Electromotive force is the characteristic of any energy source capable of 
driving electric charge around a circuit. 

2. A force, metabolizing as a passion to get airborne in a more environmentally responsible way without unduly disturbing  
other humans or the wildlife by using only the power of electro (not Max Dillon) and nature. 

3. A catchy name for an electric model binary transmitted memory of interesting clutter.  John Quigley. 
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