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M onthly Postal events, Reports, 
Promo’s and other ma ers from 

the Australian Electric Flight Association. 

 # 26       AUGUST 2024 

F5J POSTAL 
Thank you to all par cipants of the monthly Postal 
comps. 
I cannot report on everybody but appreciate your 
persistence and skills just going out every month 
and flying with a purpose and ge ng a result. I 
hope you have found it beneficial. From the re‐
ports that seems to be the case.  
So if you have the right model why not give it a go. 
The Postals are never about winning, just flying 
and having fun—and improving your skill levels 
without even realising it. 
In F5J there has always been a vague two level 
event between those who try their best and those 
who try a li le harder and succeed. If you have 
been reading Chris Barrengers story (see last issue 
& pages 9 onwards this issue) you will know what 
it’s like to strive for the la er group. 
So, don’t get bored wai ng for the perfect day—go 
and find it. 
Curiosity is the cure for boredom. There is no cure 
for curiosity. 

Index  -  See email 

Hi Mel, your comment re determina on got me 
through the July postal - the weather has been awful 
here this month. Put together some comments 
about my Maxa Mega Light as promised - hope it's 
what you want. Yep Chris, go to pages 12,13  - Ed 

Beth Loveday, 
third in womans 
sec on F3J 
Worlds, Nor-
way. More p12 
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E-RES POSTAL 

Looking through the results, both for the 
month and YTD I cannot find any signifi-
cant changes or big movers. What does 
this mean?  

I’ve no idea. Just that everyone is flying 
to their usual standard I guess.  

Phil Stevenson is one flyer with the abil-
ity to upset the applecart but he’s gone 
sailing again! 

Thanks everyone for having a go. Keep 
smiling and flying!  Ed. 

E-RES & F5J year to date results—next page. 

BUHU & ELI 

Peter Pine the very pertinent potter from Pottsville 
has been hard at work on a new AEFA website. 

It’s still in beta form but you can have a butchers 
at https://new.aefanet.com 

And the membership application form now works! 
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ELECTRIC OLD TIMER—1 

Our attack magpie is back in the air at MMSC 
Wahroonga. 
Last Tuesday I tied a multi coloured ribbon to 
the rear of my Playboy. 
There was much wild swooping on approach 
to landing but the plane, and ribbon re-
mained intact. 

Hi EOT Postal Flyers, 
I have processed your flight times on my comput-
er and uploaded results to G.S. online for all to 
see. 
Below is the Championship standing up to and in-
cluding July, (appears to include some August 
scores—Ed) 
Magpies and plovers as well as poor weather are 
causing some of us difficulty in getting flights on 
the board. 
Keep trying however trying the times may be. 
Aeromodelling for the Olympics? 

Well why not? 
Our sport requires skill, both mental and physical 
and a lot of commitment. 
OK- it's not going to happen. (Some time ago the 
Olympic Commission considered a proposal to in-
clude aeromodelling but it was rejected.  Ed) 
Remember each month to email me motor run in 
Duration and Lipo residuals in each Texaco class 
and do keep your own record as well please. 
Better flying for us all, Ken Woodward 

What 
is go‐
ing on 
here?? 

What is going 
on here?! 
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ELECTRIC OLD TIMER— 2 
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The Monto compe on has been running since 1976 
and it was known at the “Central Qld Radio Control 
Glider Championship”.  There are a few years when 
the comp was not flown due to either field availabil-
ity, weather or insufficient numbers (towards the end 
of winch launching era).  Nowadays it is all F5J.  The 
event was originally run by Rockhampton, Bundaberg 
and Maryborough clubs on a rota on basis and then 
for the last 20 or so years by our Brisbane based MRS-
SA club.  To my knowledge the event was held at a 
range of loca ons including: Eidsvold showgrounds, a 
small private paddock just on the Eastern edge of 
Monto township, a corn field about 5ks South of 
Monto where the stubble had been ploughed in, the 
polocrosse field which was adjacent to the Monto 
airstrip, another farm out on the Northen side of 
Monto and finally the horse racing track.  This last 
field has been home for quite a few years.  It is on the 
edge of town and it has excellent facili es, including a 
kitchen, showers, toilets, large camping grounds and 
an excep onal shaded structure for lunches and over-
night storage of models.  

 Due to the unrealis c requirements of CASA for us 
to be granted area and height approval, sadly this 
was the last me this event will be held.  

 Winter in Monto provides very chilly mornings o en 
with frost but the days quickly warm up to temps 
around 20degC.  

 Some compe tors arrived on Thursday and set up 
camp with the majority arriving on Friday where 
there was quite a bit of pre-comp prac ce, final trim-
ming and ge ng used to the field and surrounding 
areas.  We had really excellent condi ons with li le 
to no wind on Friday and Saturday, with the Sunday 
seeing the wind pick up a li le and gusts probably 
peaking around 15ks. 

 It was fantas c to see southern compe -
tors come and par cipate with Hugh 
Blackburn travelling from Melbourne, 
Kevin Weston from Sydney, Klaus Metz-
ger from the Blue Mountains, Hu on 
Oddy from Armidale and Sco  Johnson 
and Garry Wilks from Lismore.  The re-
mainder of the compe tors coming from 
Brisbane, Gold Coast, Burrum Heads, and 
Bundaberg.  I am very grateful to all who 
a ended and made the event a fun and 
memorable occasion.  

 With 16 compe tors, we flew 10 rounds 
and 3 groups allowing a consistent, re-

laxed, compe ve and enjoyable event.  Li  was gen-
erally available but as usual it had to be located and 
worked.  There were some out landings, some EMRs 
and some flights well short of the 10min.  Sco  John-
ston flew excep onally well to record good and con-
sistent flights throughout the weekend to win the 
compe on with a solid margin of 264 points.  Fol-
lowing the event it was no ced that there was an er-
ror in the score entry (an invalid penalty) which a er 
correc ng, resulted in Second place going to Kevin 
Weston and Third place going to David Spain only 76 
points behind.  Notably, Ross Ginder was only 11 
points behind in fourth.  A creditable performance 
from Ross since he hadn’t flown a glider since the 
previous years event in Monto.   

Michelle along with some help from Chris ne, pre-
pared wonderful lunches on both Saturday and Sun-
day.  This was much appreciated by all. 

I hope everyone enjoyed the event as much as I did. 

Evan Bengtson 

QLD F5J SERIES, MONTO 20.7.24 

Klaus & Hu on 
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What’s happened to the LEADER‐
BOARD? 

emf  apologies 

No Leaderboard was available this 
month 

The commodore 64 has 
served me very well. But I 
must update my PC soon. Ed 
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AEFA F5J Postal JULY 
2024     Chris Barrenger 
A detailed account with some good ps – Ed 

A month of near gales, pouring rain, freezing 
air, little lift and only four days with Öyable 
conditions, and a MAXA Mega Light (but no 
Pelicans?? -Ed) 
Well, another hard postal over and done with. As peo-
ple have o en said, it’s usually very difficult to get 3 
good flights in a row (although I see Pete Melders man-
aged to get 7 good flights in a row on the last day of the 
month, despite having injured his right hand a week 
earlier – well done Pete). July in Bunbury has been aw-
ful with strong wind, heavy rain and very cold wet air 
rolling over water logged ground. I managed to get out 
flying on only 4 days in the month, each day having a 
combina on of light drizzle and/or very cold tempera-
tures. The only thing that made the 4 days flyable was 
they all were fairly calm. The first 3 days I flew I thought 
I would be able to get some good scores but it was so 
cold and the air so dense with moisture that any rising 
air I flew into on launch only rose for about 50 m then 
cooled and started to descend, resul ng in many flights 
of 3 to 4 minutes. 

A funny thing I’ve experienced with F5J is the 
more I fly the task the more determined I am 
to launch as low as possible rather than as 
high as you can as in F3J. So, on the 4 days 
each launch I did was less than 70 m – I 
blame you Mel for saying in the last AEFA 
mag that I seemed determined to do well in 
the Postals – every me I started to go for a 
higher launch I thought of your comment and 
reduced the motor to low and spiralled down 
to a lower height (hey, don’t blame me Chris 
– you’re flying!). 

On the first 3 
days I had 
over 40 (!! – 
Ed) launches, 
each between 
30 to 70 m – 
out of those 
40 launches I 
only got 2 
flights greater 
than 6 mins, 
each on sepa-
rate days – no 10 minute flights at all! Another week of 
bad weather passed, then on the last Friday of the 

month the forecast finally looked favourable, being for 
very low wind and no rain, but s ll cold temperatures. I 
headed out at 9.30 am and made my first launch just 
a er 10.30 am. Unfortunately, the forecast was not to-
tally accurate and I spent the next 2.5 hours dodging 
light drizzle and overcast skies, making flights where I 
could. I only made low launches, crossing my fingers 
that some sun would peek through the cloud gaps and 
warm the air enough to cause it to expand and rise. In 
the first 14 launches in the morning I had scraped 4 
good flights but not 3 in a row. I was about to give up 
and go home but then I thought of your comment (yeh 
yeh Ed) and decided to give it another hour as the sun 

had started to 
peak out be-
tween the 
cloud cover. 

It’s amazing 
how quickly 
cold air will 
start to expand 
the moment 
the sun comes 
out. With a bit 
of sun showing 
I immediately 

got 3 quite good flights (15, 16 and 17), 
followed by 2 zeros, then, on launches 
20, 21 and 22 I put 3 really good flights 
together, two with the Maxa Mega Light 
and the last one with the Supra Pro XL 
men oned in the last issue. Another 3 
flights followed, a zero, a good one, then 
another zero. Time to go home – thanks 
Mel.  

A li le comment about the second flight. 
I launched, got to about 30 m al tude 
but detected I had climbed through a 
weak bubble, so I reduced to slow motor, 

banked and kept the model down with top rudder to 
what turned out to be 26 m. 

Cont. next page 
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I use variable aileron to rudder mixing in my ther-
malling modes to allow me to take advantage of yawing 
the model with or against aileron applica on as 
deemed necessary. I have found this to be extremely 
advantageous in enabling me to pick up small ght li  
close to the ground. In such ght turns the wings are 
typically highly banked, almost stalling the inside wing 
but causing the outer wing panel to gain such a high 
airspeed (𝐿 ∝ V 2 ) that the combined li  is just enough 
to keep the model airborne and climbing slightly. Usual-
ly a er about 1 minute of this one has gained maybe 10 
to 20 m of al tude and the rising air will o en broaden 
out a li le allowing one to increase the circling diame-
ter and fla en 
the wings re-
sul ng in greater 
efficiency 
(increased hori-
zontal wing area) 
causing a greater 
amplitude of the 
ver cal li  vector 
from the wing li , 
resul ng in a nic-
er flight pa ern and an increase in climb rate. (In my 
opinion, using the rudder manually gives one a very 
useful advantage in such situa ons. I learnt to use rud-
der manually over 45 years ago when playing with fixed 
pitch RC helicopters - these had no gyroscopic aids. I 
used to love slope soaring a fixed pitch Kalt Baron 40 

heli on a gentle slope (slope soaring a heli!? -Ed) and 
found it very similar to flying a thermal glider. The oth-
er more recent model type that teaches one the benefit 
of using manual rudder applica on is of course a DLG). 
Looking at the Al s Graph (previous page) of my second 
flight with the Maxa shows a launch climb to approx. 28 
m followed with holding al tude while the launch me 
ran its course, giving a launch al tude of 26m, then a 
slow climb to about 70 m in the li , me losing the li  
and dropping back down to about 25m a er 3.5 mins 
before finding a second disturbance and climbing 
smoothly to a very comfortable height of about 170 m 
in light li ing air. Just before 9 minutes I deployed full 

landing flaps 
and let the 
model descend 
at an angle of 
depression of 
about a 60o un-

l I got to about 
20 m above the 
ground with 30 
seconds to go. 

I have constructed a med landing sequence on my 
countdown with specific mes indica ng where I 
should be in my landing pa ern, resul ng in accurate 
landings given good condi ons. 

 Cont. next page— 

The bubble was very small and light, I had to turn extremely ghtly to keep with it – the only way I have been 
able to do this regularly in the past is to disconnect aileron to rudder mixing and use copious amounts of top rud-
der (needs some prac ce – like knife edge with a pa ern model – Ed) to keep the nose of the model spiralling 
around the turn centre and heaps of up elevator to ghten the turn as needed. 
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In your last email you asked 
me for some informa on 
about either the Maxa 
Mega Light or my modi‐
fied Supra Pro XL. Since I 
flew over 60 flights with the 
Maxa ML in a emp ng to get 
scores for this Postal I 
thought it only fair I focus on 
it this me around. Since I 
started to fly F5J about 5 
years ago I have come to ap-
preciate the appeal of F5J with its 
challenge of simultaneous launches 
(and o en landings), launching low 
as a tac c, and the requirement to 
land before the 10 min siren. The 
hassle of carrying a winch and 
ba ery, then se ng out and then 
repairing broken lines has unfortu-
nately started to wear thin on me! 
Having quite a collec on of old F3J 
models it was only natural that I 
commenced my F5J flying by modi-
fying these. This has been very suc-
cessful and the models perform ex-
tremely well in moderate to heavy 
condi ons. It soon became obvious 
that for low launches in cool light 
condi ons one needed a large light 
model, and when the opportunity 
arose, I purchased a second hand 
Maxa Mega Light (1450g). 

MAXA MEGA LIGHT–love it,hate it. 

LIKES: ∙ It is beau fully made 
(Vladimir Models, Ukraine, Not 
available now – Ed). Model is easy 
to fly and performs superbly in light 
air when set up well. ∙ It is also very 
tolerant of cg posi on – I vary its cg 
from 110 mm to 116mm depending 
on condi ons and my wanted flight 
proper es. 

DISLIKES: ∙ 8 small screws used for 
assembly – 4 for the tailplane and 4 
underneath the centre wing panel. 
No ma er how careful you are you 
will o en drop them and occasion-
ally loose them, especially on cold 
mornings. ∙ Servo wiring connec-

ons to centre panel – hard to dis-
connect and the servo lead wiring 

will fa gue and break within a year 
of constant use. A 9 pin plug is a 
good modifica on, or reinforce-
ment of the wiring loom. 

I’ve had many superb flights with 
the Maxa, but 3 recent ones stand 
out. Jerilderie 2023 was 3 calm and 
cold days with very light li . I 
scored 4 superb flights with the 
MML in the contest, but 2 mistakes 
cost me dearly and relegated me 
way down the placings. On the very 
first flight I didn’t no ce that the 
le  p aileron plug was connected 
upside down, resul ng in the le  
aileron not working. It was set in its 
neutral posi on, and I flew the first 
heat very successfully, obtaining a 
high score. However, when it came 
to the second round, in the rush to 
launch I failed to no ce the aileron 
s ll not working, but this me it 
had been knocked into a high up 
posi on. Upon launch the model 
immediately started to roll le , re-
quiring full right aileron and nearly 
full right rudder to counteract the 
roll and return the wings back to a 
level posi on. I was able to control 
the model just enough to con nue 
the launch (to 128m) and keep fly-
ing, but was effec vely flying with 
both ailerons in a high CROW posi-

on, and was not able to gain 
height in the weak li  I was in. I 
managed to get a 1m landing and a 
3 min 50 sec flight – that was going 
to have to be my drop score. HOW-
EVER, my 2 flights on Monday were 
superb and compe ve at a high 
level. In par cular, my round 6 heat 

was full of top fliers and I man-
aged to win it with a strange 
flight – the model basically hov-
ered (like those hovering hawks 
you see above sand dunes over-
looking a beach) for 9 mins at 
low height over the trees by the 
sewerage pond. In fact I beat 
JOE WURTS!!! I barely touched 
the controls for 9 mins, only 
every 3 mins to slowly circle the 
model back about 50 m and 
point into the slight wind dri  

and creep forward to repeat it 
again 3 mins later. I usually balance 
this model at 110mm and 112 mm 
cg, but for these 2 flights I had cho-

sen to use a cg of 116 mm – I have 
3 versions of the flight program 
trimmed for these different cg posi-

ons and make my choice of which 
one to use depending on the condi-

ons. As the Al s graph shows 
(next page), I started at a height of 
157 m and never gained al tude 
during the 10 mins. An absolutely 
superb and unusual flight in the 
lightest of condi ons. Gary 
Whi ield was ming me and was 
pre y impressed while Tasmanian 
Chris Adams (yellow jacket) was 

ming Jan Schilling beside me and 
made his usual rude comment.   

Cont. next page 
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The second flight which I will remember for a long 
me was a lovely 15 min flight in the fly-off at the 2023 

NSW F5J Champs later in the year at Armidale. It had 
been quite windy on the Saturday and Sunday, but 
Monday quietened down and we had good thermal 
condi ons. I had increased the weight to 1750g to cope 
with the moderate wind on the day as a lot of people 
had been finding good li  and going high, way down-
wind, only to get hit with strong sink when returning to 
the spot and missing the landing. The Maxa at 1750g is 
an excellent loading for 5 to 15 kph breezes. I got 4 out 
of 4 excellent flights in the fly-off, with the standout 

one going to a height of 720 m – the highest I have ever 
taken a model to. I deployed full landing flaps with 4.5 
mins to go and made a steady steep descent to set up 
for the landing with 30 seconds le . Visibility was excel-
lent, I usually pike out at 530m. Graph below. 

The 3rd flight would have to be my second flight in this 
July postal, a 26 m launch followed by a desperate 26 m 
save 3.5 minutes later, ending in a lovely flight. So, an-
other postal to remember. 

Chris Barrenger. 

Editors note. 
Apart from some intelligent flying based upon much 
practice and experience Chris’s Postals make the 
most of the rules. Something any good competitor 
should do. 
A close reading of the rules (they are on the AEFA web 
page) says that the three o icial flights must be con-
secutive and on the same day, and that any number of 
test flights may take place before the o icial three 

flights. 
I deliberately wrote the rules this way, (with some help 
from GliderScore’s Gerry Carter). 
Who is to say which are test flights? 
E ectively you can have as many “test flights” as you 
like, in as many flying sessions as you like before scor-
ing those three good consecutive flights on the same 
day. 
This isn’t cheating – just making the most of the rules. 
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NEW AEFA CALENDAR. Tenta ve 

I'm off to Tamworth! 
This young event is a 
highlight of the spring 
comp season bringing 
Not-so-serious com-
pe on that anyone 
with an electric RC 
glider can enter. 
Sure, you need a 2m 
machine with 100m 
height cut-off for E-
RES but even a foamy 
Radian is compe ve. 
And the LEG event 
doesn’t have any 
model restric ons. 
Just throw it and fly 
for five minutes. 
Full rules on the AEFA 
website, or ask the 
Editor. 
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