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M onthly Postal events, Reports, 
Promo’s and other maƩers 

from the Australian Electric Flight Associa-

tion. 

 # 27       SEPTEMBER 2024 

F5J & ERES POSTALS 
Let’s talk about some of the methodology of 
GliderScore. It’s useful– bear with me. 
Those who run an event using GSc can use a 
command marked Auto Download/Upload. This 
does what it says when using e-scoring. 
When you enter your flight score using the QR 
code it goes to the GSc database and allows me 
to access it. 
People ask me, “I’ve posted my scores why can’t 
I see the results”. Well, one reason might be that 
others have not yet posted. Another is that I 
haven’t posted the results on the GSc webpage 
using that command I just menƟoned. In the 
same way you don’t see the final results unƟl an 
announcement at the end of a comp, then I don’t 
usually post (Upload/Download) results unƟl I 
am fairly sure all results are in. Usually a few  
days into the following month. 
As we get to the pointy end of this years Postals 
there is some more shuffling of places but noth‐
ing alarming. Previous winner HuƩon Oddy takes 
a turn at the top in F5J for August and Wayne 
Harris shows up in third place in E-RES. 
With only two more Postal months to go things 
may change as one round is dropped in October 
and the two lowest scores in November. 
The idea of the Postal has always been to fly and 
improve—comparison with others secondary. 
Check out the slightly updated Postal Rules on 
pages 9 & 10.  
So, don’t get bored waiƟng for perfect flying con‐
diƟons—go and find them! 
Curiosity is the cure for boredom. There is no 
cure for curiosity. 

Index  -  See email 

The updated AEFA website is now in full operation. Thanks to Peter Pine and Hutton 
Oddy.  Go to  https://aefanet.com 
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E-RES & F5J year to date Postal results—next page. 
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ELECTRIC OLD TIMER—1 

Hi EOT Postal Flyers, 
 
This year we have had 9 regular flyers so far. 
There was a hope that more flyers would come on 
board in 2024 but that hasn't happened. 
 
So in 2025 a different format will be tried: 
 
  A HYBRID EOT Postal which I'm calling " EOT 
Postal Flyalong". 
 
We need to cater for our 2 coun-
try NSW flyers and our one Victo-
rian flyer. 
All other flyers belong to a Sydney 
or nearby club. 
 
Here is the plan: 
Run an EOT POSTAL  FLYALONG 4 
times a year. 
Dates will be chosen- one in each 
season. 
Sydney flyers will have the choice 
of flying at MMSC Wahroonga or 
HSL Maddens Plains  
NOTE: MMSC is a small field and can realistically only 
cater for MMSC Members. 
MAAA Membership is essential to fly at an MAAA 
registered field. 
If there is a draw in any of the 5 Classes, a 
flyoff would be needed. This is most likely to happen 
in HLOT. 
 
 
Country flyers are encouraged to fly on the chosen 
dates but if they cannot, they can choose to fly 
within a window two weeks after a cho-

sen  Flyalong date. Weather would be a reason not to 
fly.   
Scoring will be on paper and needs to be given to me 
physically or emailed. 
 
So, fewer EOT Postals over 12 months, but the plus 
side is that many of us will get together at one or two 
venues. 
Flying in company is better than flying alone.  
That in itself, may encourage more competitors. 
 

A "collateral" is that those 
of us who would like to en-
ter Mel's F5J and/or eRES 
Postals will have a better 
chance of doing so. 
If there is someone who 
would like to take on run-
ning EOT Postals on  our 
current monthly format, 
they can do so. 
The two, current format and 
the EOT Flyalong can run 
concurrently with Flyalong 

results submitted to a monthly postal. 
 
Year end placings for the Flyalong series will be 
awarded in each of the 5 classes, without normalising 
and combining flight times across the 5 classes. 
 
Comments invited.                        Ken Woodward 
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MAIL 

I been reading some other club news leƩers regarding crashes 
with electric TEXACO.  The problem has been using up the baƩery 
below the ESC cutoff voltage.   If the baƩery goes low voltage the 
motor stops but they keep flying and eventually crash. 

Members in my club tell new members that if the motor dies shut 
the throƩle for a while and keep flying and open the motor again 
and all is well.  I was horrified when 
heard this comment. 

I think if the ESC has shut down the 
motor, pilots should start planning a 

landing as quickly but safely as possible. 

For electric TEXACO flying models should have a separate flight 
baƩery.  

I know the rules say the contestant is to ensure that there is 
enough capacity leŌ for a flyoff flight.  How does a contest test the 
capacity of a baƩery?  Certainly not by measuring the OPEN-
Circuit voltage level as a percentage of an unknown baƩery capac-

ity. 

Take care John Quigley 

Editors comment: 
 
 Some ESC’s are designed with a 
warning which stops the motor 
when voltage is getting low but 
then allows you to lower and then increase the throttle for a 
safe landing with some power. But that doesn’t mean you 
can keep power flying with impunity.  
Some time ago I crashed my big Lanzo Record Breaker, EOT 
which seemed to be caused by a flat battery. It's 
sometimes hard to notice a drop-off in power, (when 
the ESC is giving you a warning) if climbing at alti-

tude. 
If power is cut and then a long ther-
mal flight ensues you still run the 
risk of the ESC cutting off power to 
the receiver due to low voltage. 

That’s probably what happened with my LRB. 
I have never used a separate Rx battery in  EOT and don’t 
know of anyone that does. But you do have to be careful. 

ELECTRIC OLD TIMER— 3 
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Tamworth E-RES & LEG event.  Sept 7/8 

T.A.R.M.A.C. Tamworth E-RES & LEG 
event. 7/8 Sept 2024 
It seems that certain annual events create 
their own weather. They have a reputation 
for wind or rain – but some have great condi-
tions year after year. This comp, in the new 
England region of NSW had its third iteration 
this year and the weather was perfect. Just 
like the past two years. 
It has another quirk too. Duets! Last year Pe-
ter Pine won both events, this year Hutton 
Oddy had the same honour. 
There is talk in E-RES of changing the easy 
10m landing circle to the F5J type graduated 
landing. But the results here show that de-
spite the lack of wind (okay, thermal breezes 
made some approaches tricky) not all land-
ings were 20 pointers. However the argu-
ment for the change does hold up for the 
Postal. 
CD Hutton, ever the innovator decided to 
introduce an F5J fly-oƯ for the top ten in E-
RES which he promptly won! Close though 
with Mel Gillott only 0.25% behind and nei-
ther of them getting a perfect landing score. 
That honour went to Wilks and Timberlake. 
Cont. next page 

AƩracƟve Parito at Tamworth by Tom Clifford. 
Available from Hyperflight UK. 

Peter Pine was campaigning the popular Oz Eres at Tamworth 
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The ERES model I used was an 
OzeRes wing and a home made fu-
selage with Allego Light tail feathers. 
The fuselage was similar to the 
OzeRes v2 slim fuselage except that 
I used a tapered boom with a Blaster 
horizontal tail mount. 
The original Allegro Lite plan comes 
from Mark Drela available 
here https://charlesriverrc.org/
articles/on-line-plans/mark-drela-
designs/allegro-lite-2m/ 

I have built several Allegro lites over the years, they are still competitive. So I figured we needed some 
legacy bits around for fun in eRes. 
The model I used in LEG was a 2018 Sense fuselage and tail with a home made wing. The wing is 3.8m 
SynerJ based . I have flown it in Sailplane Expo a few years ago. It is a good balance for the smaller 2018 
model Sense fuselage, but not as versatile as the larger 2020 fuselage which is a better balance for the 
4m wing.   Good luck,  Hutton. 

Continued  -  - -  T.A.R.M.A.C. Tamworth E-
RES & LEG event. 7/8 Sept 2024 
The TARMAC field is half an hour out of town 
but worth the nice drive and what greets you 
is a big flat field with great facilities. Even a 
bitumen runway. 
The Limited Electric Glider (LEG) event was 
alternated with E-RES and had similar en-
tries. You can enter LEG with any electric 
glider and you don’t need to carry any 
onboard height gadget. Entries varied from 
full house carbon F5J models to 2m foamies. 
All can be competitive but ample power 

helps. Makes for an exciting adrenaline rush 
too. 
See below for Huttons winning model de-
tails. And again second place was a mere 
quarter percent behind in nearly 8000 
points— Peter Pine with his Viator. 
Tamworth local Bob Ash has been climbing 
the ranks for a little while and he was re-
warded with third, and special mention to 
Peter Wilks from Pottsville, forth in his first 
competition. 
AEFA thanks Tamworth club for their facili-
ties, comraderies and lunches. Make a note 

for next year. 
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Australian Electric Flight AssociaƟon. 

MONTHLY POSTAL EVENT FOR F5J AND E-RES. 

PREAMBLE: 

Our large country makes it difficult to hold and parƟcipate in regular major events. This affects our stand-
ard of flying compared to other countries. The Postal event is designed to improve this situaƟon by ena-
bling the use of structured flights of your own choosing to simulate a formal compeƟƟon but in the indi-
viduals own Ɵme at your own field. 
Results from an actual compeƟƟon may also be submiƩed directly into GliderScore by the parƟcipant as 
long as the flights comply with 2 below. 

1. AŌer iniƟal registraƟon each pilot will receive a monthly email with their QR Codes for F5J and/or E-RES. 
Scanning the code/s with a smart phone will open up a screen where you can enter and submit your flight 
details. Refer Appendix 1 for further details. 

2. A maximum of three flights may be submiƩed during each month. The three flights must be made con‐
secuƟvely, ie one aŌer the other. The three flights must be flown in one flying session in one day in that 
month. If using flights from an actual compeƟƟon, any three consecuƟve flights may be used but you can-
not ‘cherry pick’ your best three flights from all your flights in the compeƟƟon.  

3. The three consecuƟve F5J and the three consecuƟve E-RES flights may be on different days. 
4. A flight is official once the model is launched with the motor running. 
5. The parƟcipant may make any number of “test” flights before commencing the first official flight. 
6. CompeƟtors enter their three flights into GliderScore each month. Refer 1 above and Appendix 1, follow-

ing. 
7. Flights and model specificaƟons must be to current applicable FAI (F5J) and AEFA (E-RES) rules. 
8. The Postal events begin in February and ends in November each year. 
9. The parƟcipants two worst scoring months will be dropped when compuƟng the year-to-date score in No-

vember. Ie, 8 out of 10 flights will count. 
10. Monthly scores and event results will be published during the following month. The objecƟve being to not 

only compare scores with others but also to aim for personal best totals – and hence improvements. 
11. There will be no prizes or awards. 

12. The Postal event is run by the AEFA and all parƟcipants must be members. Membership is free, go to 
hƩps://www.aefanet.com/applicaƟon-form 

13. ParƟcipants in all AEFA events, including this Postal must comply with the rules and regulaƟons pertaining 
to their flying site and in any case membership of the MAAA is recommended. This ensures the flyer is 
covered by insurance and supports the FAI. Overseas parƟcipants are permiƩed. 

14. At the end of each month the adjudicator will check for correct score entries. The results for the month 
plus year-to-date will be published in the emf magazine and made Public for viewing on the GliderScore 
website. 

For any queries or correcƟons to scores please contact the adjudicator. The current adjudicator is:  Mel Gil‐
loƩ at redshiŌxyz@hotmail.com. 
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APPENDIX 1 – How to enter your monthly score in GliderScore. 

Load GliderScore onto your mobile device. Go to hƩp://www.gliderscore.com  And hit 
Download then GliderScore pack (12.9MB). You may already have this loaded if you have previously flown a 

comp. 

Send me an email at  redshiŌxyz@hotmail.com and ask for RegistraƟon in either F5J or E-
RES or both. You can do this anyƟme during the year and you only have to do it once during the year. 

(If you do not have a QR Code reader on your mobile device then download one from your 
App store. Apple owners can just use their phone cameras) 

I will return email a QR Code, a separate one for F5J and for E-RES with your name on it. This 

code will be good from the evening before the start of that month to the evening of the last day in that month, then it will be 
blocked. 

Fly anyƟme during that calendar month then scan your QR Code. On the displayed score 
sheet enter Time, Height and Distance from spot (F5J) or Time and Landing for E-RES for 
all three consecuƟve flights. NB, Times must be whole minutes and seconds only, 9.56 is entered as 956 – no deci-

mal point. An E-RES landing is either entered as 10 if inside circle or zero if outside circle. 

I will email you a new QR code every month for you to enter your three flights. 
If you make a mistake and cannot correct it then email me with the problem and your 

scores and I will correct. Also email me if you do not understand any of this! 
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Warning!  R rated page. 

In the previous AEFA emf mag Chris Barrenger reported 
that I had some trouble with entering scores for the 
monthly F5J postal comp due to some damage to my 
right hand. 
I thought it might be of interest to fellow members and 
a good idea to explain what had happened. 
First photo showing the extent of skin blistering and 
second photo showing packing swab's between fingers 
to stop them becoming aƩached to each oth-
er.....ouch.!!!!! 
This is a form of skin dermaƟƟs caused by a reacƟon to 
several chemicals including epoxy resin and acetone. 
Even aŌer washing the hands with soapy water several 
Ɵmes......it was too late.....the combinaƟon of those two 
chemicals was absorbed immediately into the skin 
pores aŌer wiping my hands on what I thought was a 
clean rag...it had the epoxy sƟrring sƟck siƫng on 
it...??? 
The skin blistering lasted 4 days even with medical 
treatment and anƟ-bacterial creams every two hours, 
plus I needed to wear coƩon gloves to protect the hand 
from cross infecƟon and to absorb the blister flu-
ids....day and night.......not fun at all. 
Eventually, seven days later the blistering stopped and 
the temperature of the hand started to decrease. 
As the skin started to dry out a whole new layer of skin 
appeared....soŌ...red and super sensiƟve to touch. 
It’s now 10 days aŌer the infecƟon started and the 
medical treatment is doing its job...sƟll wearing coƩon 
gloves and geƫng some sleep at night and during the 

day....thank heavens. 
AŌer speaking with Chris, ( looking for some sympa-
thy ), I was reminded that I had liƩle Ɵme to enter my 
F5J postal flights for that month. I did consider using 
this month as my dropper round  but I also had a SSL 
club F5J contest the following week-
end.....Hmmmm....can’t miss a flying session. 
SƟll wearing coƩon gloves and taking some considera-
ble Ɵme to set up my model and associated Ɵming 
gear , I aƩempted my flights on the last day of the 
month. 
With a "slow and steady" approach to the flights I man-
aged to get seven good flights completed....no zero 
flights. 
To date.... probably one of my best flying ses-
sions....took the Ɵme to prepare the model....pick the 
launch condiƟons and fly conservaƟvely considering 
everything I touched had some pain aƩached to it. 
I have been through the "many" suggesƟons from 
"many" people on how to prevent this from happening 
again.....what I should be doing and what safety precau-
Ɵons I should adopt. AŌer this many years I should 
know beƩer...there ....said it. 
With my hand now healing well, it would be wise to re-
flect on the "moral " aƩached to this story........don’t 
leave your Postal flights to the last minute..!!!!!! 
Oops...nearly forgot again....remember to wear safety 
eye...skin and mask's  protecƟon when working with 
these "exoƟc " materials  
                                               ...Steady Pete 
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AEFA CALENDAR. TentaƟve 

 
 
 
Coming up next—
F5J Trophy and 
team selecƟon tri-
als event at Armi-
dale 
Long weekend 5-
7th October 
CD HuƩon Oddy. 
There may sƟll be 
some rooms leŌ at 
the College. 
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What’s happened to the LEADER‐
BOARD?  emf  apologises 

InsƟgator and compiler Terry Scolari‐
has stepped down so we are looking 

for a replacement. 

Handy with a simple spreadsheet? You 
just have to scour the months Aust. 

F5J events in GliderScore + the Postal 
and allocate points from first to last 

place. Contact the Editor for a reward‐
ing experience! 

FINAL STUFF 

** Electro MoƟve Force 

Emf is the e-mag of the Australian Electric Flight AssociaƟon, a special interest group (SIG) of the Model AircraŌ AssociaƟon of Aus‐
tralia (MAAA) 

We welcome contribuƟons in the form of Reports, detailed Results, ArƟcles, LeƩers, Photographs etc on any aspect of electric flight. 

Classifieds welcome and are free to members. Trade ads by negoƟaƟon. Send to Editor Mel GilloƩ at redshiŌxyz@hotmail.com 

Any contents of emf may be copied and used elsewhere providing this source is acknowledged. 

Emf magazine is emailed, about the middle of every month to all AEFA members. If you want to be removed from the email list 
please contact the editor. 

emf is also available on the AEFA website. 


