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Rob Jess F5J Challenge 

Horsham, Victoria 
Once again off to Aussie for a weekend 
competition in Horsham a fantastic loca-
tion in between Melbourne and Adelaide. 
The field is a premium set up with club 
house and a large open paddock with 
very few trees or obstacles around. 
I was teamed up with my good friend Da-
vid Pratley and Gary Whitfield for the 
weekend. Travelling to the event Air NZ 
managed to divert me to Sydney for six 
odd hours which made drive out to Hors-
ham from Hawkes Bay in one long day 
and I arrived at 12.30am with a quick 
sleep and out to the field for some prac-
tice on the Friday along with catching up 
with all the other competitors. Many had 
come from the Melbourne or Adelaide ar-

ea. 
Temperature was forecast for about 28 
degrees with light winds. A first in Aussie 
for a while, so the plan was not to fly my 
Plus X storm and possibly no need for 
ballast! Practice day was great with heaps 
of time spent comparing notes and setup 
tips with everyone. 
Saturday was the start of the competition 
with lanes and landing spots marked out 
setting up before sunrise with a slight 
dew on the ground. We kicked off at 
9.00am planning for 9 rounds and man-
aged 10! With 18 competitors we flew 
through to 5.00pm, a long day and during 
the afternoon it got quite warm with pre-
dicted light winds. The thermal action 
had a “top” on it for the first few rounds 
and it was launch quite high to make 

your time in mini-
mum sink mode. 
As usual most 
started circling as 
they got low but 
there were very few 

climbing. 
Early on only half 
the flight groups 
made their times, 
but it was still hard 
work to manage 
the full 10 minutes. 
Landings are cer-
tainly starting to 
become exceptional 
for most competi-
tors with most ar-
riving close to the 
planned time. 
Thermal action 
was around for 
most of the day 
and slowly a regu-
lar pattern started 
developing on the 
field for their loca-
tions but some-
times not! They 
disappeared and 
things got hard, 
with few landings 
early. 
Paul Moorfield led 
from the start, fly-
ing and competing 

by far the best and by the end of the day 
was at the sharp end of the list with Nick 
Chabrel following by 10 points and third 
Andrew Meyer in a very handy 3rd place. 
The top six moved on to take the fly-off 
one group for Sunday’s competition with 
Marcus Stent really showing us some fan-
tastic flying skills to make the group 
along with Hugh Blackburn and Mike 
O’Reilly. I was lucky to help call and 
team up with Gary and Dave who both 
flew very well, and we certainly had 
some great fun and all worked well to-
gether. The evening format was at the 
Horsham sports club out for a meal and a 
few beers with the usual catch up with 
everyone. 
Come Sunday it was time for setting up 
and preparing for 3 groups of six and 
four rounds for each at 15-minute work-
ing time. This made things very hard 
work and many started with short flight 
times as the lift just wasn’t there even 
though most averaged 175m launches. A 
few Skylab launches but not many during 

the early morning and as the day pro-
gressed launch heights came down to suit 
the light lift conditions. Then it moved to 
really strong thermals with medium wind 
speed and some models got very high 
which then became a game of trying to 
see the model in the clouds for 15 
minutes! 
What a fun weekend of full-on flying. I 
was lucky once again to get to call Mike 
O’Reilly in the group, as usual he certain-
ly showed his skills We struggled to get 
the full time in the first two slots which 
all the participants in round one had 
problems with and became a bit of a lot-
tery as to how the points for this round 
ended up. Andrew Meyer ended up tak-
ing the overall event with Paul Moorfield 
coming 2nd he flew fantastically all week-
end with Mike O’Reilly 3rd. Congratula-
tions Andrew! 
A super big thankyou to Marcus Stent 
who ran the competition so smoothly and 
managed to fly well all weekend. Of 
course, to all the helpers 
and club members at Wim-
mera Model Aircraft Assn 
and especially Rob Jess – 
THANK YOU 
Kevin Botherway. Model Flying NZ 
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A great weekend away for the 8 SSL members who competed in the Rob Jess F5J 
Challenge in Horsham. Paul Moorfield was top qualifier after the 10 rounds flown 
in ideal conditions yesterday and came second behind Andrew Meyer in the fly 
offs today. 28C with very light winds. Absolutely perfect. A big thank you to the 
Wimmera Model Aircraft Club for the use of the club facilities and the awesome 
catering, to Rob Jess the owner of the property and to the RCGA and in particular 
Marcus and Jim for organising the event. The top 4 pilots in the final classification 
today were SSL members! 

Whose-who in the glider community (pretty much any-
way) are here in Horsham! 
Tough morning with FAI light models floating their way 
to 10m. 
Mid morning saw the thermals kick off so the games 
changed to “how low can you go” (sounds like the 
Postal—Ed) 
Perfect conditions and a great bunch of warriors to 
spend a weekend with!!    Wind picked up a little in the 
afternoon but thermals still everywhere.         Kevin X 

Rob Jess F5J Challenge, Horsham, Victoria 

SSL 


