Rob Jess F5J Challenge
Horsham, Victoria

Once again off to Aussie for a weekend
competition in Horsham a fantastic loca-
tion in between Melbourne and Adelaide.
The field is a premium set up with club
house and a large open paddock with
very few trees or obstacles around.
I was teamed up with my good friend Da-
vid Pratley and Gary Whitfield for the
weekend. Travelling to the event Air NZ
managed to divert me to Sydney for six
odd hours which made drive out to Hors-
ham from Hawkes Bay in one long day
and I arrived at 12.30am with a quick
sleep and out to the field for some prac-
tice on the Friday along with catching up
with all the other competitors. Many had
come from the Melbourne or Adelaide ar-
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Temperature was forecast for about 28
degrees with light winds. A first in Aussie
for a while, so the plan was not to fly my
Plus X storm and possibly no need for
ballast! Practice day was great with heaps
of time spent comparing notes and setup
tips with everyone.

Saturday was the start of the competition
with lanes and landing spots marked out
setting up before sunrise with a slight
dew on the ground. We kicked off at
9.00am planning for 9 rounds and man-
aged 10! With 18 competitors we flew
through to 5.00pm, a long day and during
the afternoon it got quite warm with pre-
dicted light winds. The thermal action
had a “top” on it for the first few rounds
and it was launch quite high to make
your time in mini-
mum sink mode.
As usual most

Rank Name Ctry | Club |Team| Score | Pcnt Sr::i‘:e Rnd1 | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4 | Rnd5 | Rnd6 | Rnd7 | Rnd8 | Rnd3 | Rnd10 Started CIFCllng as
they got low but
1 |MOORFIELD, Paul 3 | 8806.1100.00 96159 987.8| 1000.0| *809.8 1000.0 980.7| 947.6| 9884 998.3 903.3| 1000.0
Time 9:57| 9:54 8:03 9:56| 9:56 8951 954 9:56| 9:46) 9:25 there Were Very few
Height 163m 144m 102m 88im| 167m 100¢m| 98m 110m| 170m 184m
Landing| 50 50 45 50 45 20| 50 35| 50! 40
Over75m o o o o o o - . g B
2 |CHABREL, Nick AUS 1| 8795.4| 99.86 9390.5| 929.6| 1000.0( 949.9) 959.3 *595.1) 1000.0| 1000.0| 1000.0[ 987.0 969.6
Time| 9:13| 9:55] 9:08/ 9:58 5:55 9:56| 9:56 §:54 9:58| 9:58
Heigh 124m 165m; Tm 141m)| 121m 103m, 88m| 110m, a5m 114m
Landing! 50/ 45 50 50| 45 45 50 45 50 50
Over75m - g - - B E p H J 4
3 [MEYER, Andrew 3 | 87838| 99.75 96726 978.5| *888.8) 1000.0( 999.1| 9702 960.1| 952.7| 1000.0| 992.1| 931.1 :
Time| 9:57| 8:18] 9:55/ 9:58 9:57 9:57| 9:55 9:56 9:56| 9:57| - o
Her'_gh 155m 105m 168m 155m| 177m 1620m| 142m 142m| 167m 139m » Ve » -
CIEEEEREEEEEE g ™
4 |BLACKBURN, Hugh 4 | 8770.9) 99.60 96746| 9158 972.0| 1000.0 948.2| 1000.0) *903.7| 976.7| 1000.0| 1000.0] 958.2 Y -
Time 9:55 9:58) 9:57| 9:58| 9:57 g:27| 9:55 9:49| 9:57) 9:50 -
Haigh 204m 184m; 137m 187m)| 140m 114m, 114m 118m,| 74m 92m
Landing! 50 50 45 45 50 25 50 45| 50! 40
Over?5m o o o p p o . o
5 [STENT, Marcus AUS 5 | 8655.4| 9829 95168 957.0( 968.5 970.4| 939.4) 10000/ 1000.0| 8614 957.2| 10000 862.9
Tws 9:58| 9:54 9:57 9:56/ 9:58 9:55 9:56) 9:56 9:53| 9:22 . .
L::]edr;; 182:; I'Wsma 18]’; 16!; ﬁl; 151;; m;oa fﬁl::l ”‘ms fﬁin; cllmblng.
11 1 1 Early on only half
6 [OREILLY, Mike AUS 1| 8560.6) 97.21 9383.3| *8227| 8668 9826 999.1| 971.4 907.4| 1000.0 a
Time 8:15) 9:27) 9:55 9:57) 8:54 9:57] 9:55 the ﬂlght groups
Haigh 148m 173m; 163m 153m)| 167m 177m| 154m . 0
Lndog s s s @ 8 s« «made their times,
(hear?5m o o o o o o " o 5 N
7 |PRATLEY, David 2| 85234| 96.79) 9383.9) 1000.0) 9857 '860.5 8929 9471 9| 1000.0 8977 but it was still hard
Time| 9:5. 549 8:54 848 85 9:5. 846
Heigh|  15tm  189m|  13m M| 1%m I'Hmjl titm work to man.age
O“‘”g 4 @ B oH & 5 i the full 10 minutes.
vir, A . | | . .
Landings are cer-
8 [HOUDALAKIS, Jim AUS 4 | B475.8) 96.25 84758 9633 904.4) 956.3 1000.0) 0.0 994.9) 1000.0[ 9658 9845 7066 R & .
Time| 9:5ﬂ| 9:57| 9:57) 9:58 9:56 9:56 9:54 D:SGI 7.2 talnly Startlng to
Hoigh{  18m|  16Tm|  1¥m|  54m[  Om|  MtIm Em| 1 T f65m 3
Landng| B0 s 3B 5 o s s 4 5 0 become exceptlonal
o 1 1 1 1™ 1 1 1 1 +for mostcompeti-
9 [HASKELL, Dan § | B400.2( 9530 90649) 9169 8073 15.1) 950.6| O6B4| 9618 8106| 10000) 9815 ‘6847 tors with most ar-
Time| 9:5: 3 9:58 §:58 9:54 954 9:55 9:5 9:54 6:20 °_ o
W o tm we| e me sm we om we e TIVINDG close to the
Landng| %0 s s s 4 s %) VR plann ed time
10 |SCHULTZ, Trevor 7 | 8096.7( 91.94) 8897.0[ 8664  991.9| 8753 885.2| 927.3] 8657 8876 9064 Bﬂﬂ.fﬂ 890.9 Thermal action
Time; 9:4 0:48 9:48) 9:57 9:54 9:46 947 2 94 941
High|  20m|  f0m|  2im  208m|  205m  2m  176m 1 194m|  176m WS aI'Ollnd fOl‘
Landrg| 40| s s 40 s 4 50 o %
owrs | | . 1 “Imost of the day
11 |METZGER, Klaus AUS s | a00| ord ser1e oaa) sesol 707 es0d| 10000| o578 9119 o026 sty sr0gl AN SlOle aregu-
LU A lar pattern started
Hegh{  1%am|  2fm e[  f3m  MIm|  fi2m f66m  f6m 16Im[  145m .
e R E " A " " N T B developlng on the
OverT5m d ; i J | N
‘ field for their loca-
12 |BOTHERWAY, Kevin 2 | 7995.9 90.80 7995.9| 1000.0, 1000.0 0.0/ 1000.0/ *0.0/ 1000.0] 1000.0, 998.3| 997.6| 1000.0 t. b t
Time) 9:5?‘ 9:58 9:59 9:58 9:58 9::E| 9:5?‘ 9:59 lons u Some-
Heightl ~ 132m|  72m om  139m Om{  f02m  9im| 13 Tm|  5m £y ]
Landing| 50| 50 0 5 of s s 4 ) tl.lneS not! They
oot 1 1 W {1 W 1 1 1 1 idisappeared and
13 |WHITFIELD, Garry 2 | 7939.0( 90.15 8266.1( 1000.0, 960.8| 638.1] 9799 969.3| 976.3] 8679 '327A| 7131 8136 things got hard’
Tim; 9:5 9:55 7:35 9:48 9:57 9:58 9:50 3. 90 8:00 o o
Hoigh  4m|  16m|  1%4m[  157m  1%m|  tddm  175m 15;] m:|| 152m with few landlngs
Landng| 50| 45 of s s W m )
early.
OvarTsm d d . ] 1 ] | i |
14 |WESTON, Kevi b | Twe| ms o2 e o7 g w7 7w w14 oz sseq i g L aul Moorfield led
mi s e s ww ww sm e e e s irOIN the start, fly-
! ! :
Heigh ~ 24m|  tom|  f06m|  f62m 202w fBtm  15tm  f 19m  1fm o .
Londng 20 65w [ " o o 1N and competlng
OverTsm ! . : |
15 |DUPUCHE, Tom 6 | 74709| 8464 79080 070.5| 992.8) 556.0( 986.9) *437.1| 9231/ 9385 9161 5309
Time, 95 9:48 6:05 9:57 540 9:50 954 9:5 554
Hegh{ ~ 17m|  1om  f60m|  f67m|  183m|  17m  tdém|  f8m  20m
landirg| 38 4 B m of a4 3 50
16 |LOVEDAY, Beth t | oo177] 7515 6667 2680| 4545 6053 oeai| 408 o7ad] 92| se09] 954
Time| 2:52| 4:32 6:34 9:57 4:17| 9:39 9:50| §:33) 9:44
Haighi 53m 124m 169m) 172m 150m, 143m 127m| 176m| 156m;
Landing| § 50 30 50 50 50 45 100 35
Over7sm| o of o uf o o P - f
17 |PASALAQUA, Terry 6 | 6596.4| 7491 68415 4940 339.1| 7781 9319 863.1| 4223 9006 941.1) *245.1
Time| 4:50| 333 7:36| 9:39 9:20| 4:57 9:35 9:32| 2:56)
Haighi 95m 91m| 129m| 136m| 124m, 113m| 136m| 148m| 133m;
Landing| 45 40 45 50 0) 0 50| 45| 40
Over75m; - o o J
18 [BAXTER, Mal 7 | 60983 69.25 63406 498.7| 735.1| 977.1| 7250, 897.7| 386.8 *2423 679.1| 330.3
Time| 6:40| 7:15) 9:49 9:55) 9:46) 5:16/ 3:38 9:45| 4:49)
Heighi 222m 129m; 127m| 237m 206m)| 176m 144m| 159m| 175m;
Landing| 45 50 50 30 50 0 0 0 0

-:@n:t‘ B

by far the best and by the end of the day
was at the sharp end of the list with Nick
Chabrel following by 10 points and third
Andrew Meyer in a very handy 3rd place.
The top six moved on to take the fly-off
one group for Sunday’s competition with
Marcus Stent really showing us some fan-
tastic flying skills to make the group
along with Hugh Blackburn and Mike
O’Reilly. I was lucky to help call and
team up with Gary and Dave who both
flew very well, and we certainly had

some great fun and all worked well to-
gether. The evening format was at the
Horsham sports club out for a meal and a
few beers with the usual catch up with
everyone.

Come Sunday it was time for setting up
and preparing for 3 groups of six and
four rounds for each at 15-minute work-
ing time. This made things very hard
work and many started with short flight
times as the lift just wasn’t there even
though most averaged 175m launches. A
few Skylab launches but not many during
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the early morning and as the day pro-
gressed launch heights came down to suit
the light lift conditions. Then it moved to
really strong thermals with medium wind
speed and some models got very high
which then became a game of trying to
see the model in the clouds for 15
minutes!

What a fun weekend of full-on flying. I
was lucky once again to get to call Mike
O’Reilly in the group, as usual he certain-
ly showed his skills We struggled to get
the full time in the first two slots which
all the participants in round one had
problems with and became a bit of a lot-
tery as to how the points for this round
ended up. Andrew Meyer ended up tak-
ing the overall event with Paul Moorfield
coming 2nd he flew fantastically all week-
end with Mike O’Reilly 3rd. Congratula-
tions Andrew!

A super big thankyou to Marcus Stent
who ran the competition so smoothly and
managed to fly well all weekend. Of
course, to all the helpers
and club members at Wim-
mera Model Aircraft Assn
and especially Rob Jess —
THANK YOU

Kevin Botherway. Model Flying NZ




- e Rob Jess F5J Challenge, Horsham, Victoria

(M Ty Whose-who in the glider community (pretty much any-
’ | ] : ' 1l f way) are here in Horsham!
i

Tough morning with FAIl light models floating their way
to 10m.

_ 3 Mid morning saw the thermals kick off so the games

= ! | = changed to “how low can you go” (sounds like the

&> : g ~ostal—Ed)

' g Perfect conditions and a great bunch of warriors to

P\Y ¢ spend a weekend with!! Wind picked up a little in the

7)) | s afternoon but thermals still everywhere. Kevin X
T PUERSS . 9,

Rob Jess F5J - Fly Off 1 - Overall Results Rob Jess F5J - Fly Off 2 - Overall Results
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Rank Name Ctry | Club | Score | Pent S}E::e Rnd1 | Rnd2 | Rnd3 Raw
Rank Name Ctry | Club | Score | Pent | g . | Rnd1 | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4
1 |MEYER, Andrew 3637.7| 100.00) 3637.7] 6719 9910, 974.8
Time 8:30( 1418 14:5% 1 |HOUDALAKIS, Jim AUS 3841.7/100.00) 3841.7) 994.2) 926.1) 1000.0, 921.4
Height 174m 157m 115m
Landing 45 50 50 Time| 1457  14:58)  14:58)  14:58
Over7sm d . . Heightl  161m|  193m som|  132m
Landing 45 0 40 0
2 |MOORFIELD, Paul 3330.7| 91.56| 3330.7| 9225 1000.0/ 954.0
Time|  11:32)  14:54]  14:56 2 |BOTHERWAY, Kevin 3831.7) 99.74| 3831.7| 836.7) 1000.0/ 995.0/ 1000.0
Height 199m 194m 133m
Landing 50 40 40 Time 12:43 14:58 14:58 14:59
Over?sm . - . Heighi 166m’ 165m 109m 92m
Landing 45 50 50 50
3 |O'REILLY, Mike AUS 3181.6| 87.46) 3181.6/ 633.2| 620.7| 9425
Time 9:32 0:50]  14:5¢ 3 |HASKELL, Dan 3578.1| 93.14| 3578.1| 1000.0) 616.4) 980.5 981.2
L:n';’f:; ms"; ”’"; m;: Time|  14:56  10:26  14:56 1456
Over7sm B i i Height 159m 183m 131m 100m
Landing 50 0 50 40|
4 |CHABREL, Nick AUS 3105.6| 85.37| 3105.6) 1000.0| 738.4| 379.3
Timel 1201l 10:51 541 4 |PRATLEY, David 3093.1) 80.51) 30931 417.8) 789.1) 9493 936.9
i ;:’d’i“; "‘9;; ’5"";; ?74’: Time 6:14  11:58|  14:56  14:56
Pontiiiehy i : ‘ Heightl  124m|{  160m|  177m|  190m|
Landing 50 45 45 45/
5 |STENT, Marcus AUS 2475.5| 68.05| 24755 625.3) 851.3 0.0
L bl i 5 |SCHULTZ, Trevor 3004.6| 78.21| 3004.6] 820.0| 536.1| T709.4| 939.1|
Height)  157m|  173m Om Time 12:49, 9:33|  14:36]  14:55
Landing 26 . ¢ Heightl ~ 197m|{  203m|  203m|  17dm|
Qi B i - b Landing 40 0 50 40
6 |BLACKBURN, Hugh 2074.3) 57.02| 2074.3] 9045 3.0/ 1000.0 1
. _ 6 |METZGER, Klaus AUS 2754.3| 71.68| 2754.3| 7115 B874.6| 2756 8926
Time 10:50 0:03 14:58 |
- ik 69m Time|  11:07)  14:14 4:54 1458
Rob Jess F5J - F|y Off 3 - Overall Results 5¢ Height|  47dm|  194m|  183m 184m|
[Horsham 22/03/2026] ' Landing 35 0 45 0
www.GliderScore.com "‘- PL A
Raw —
Rank Name Ctry | Club | Score | Pent|g. .o | Rndl | Rnd2 | Rnd3 | Rnd4

1 |DUPUCHE, Tom 3704.5 100.00) 3704.5| 793.0{ 911.5| 1000.0| 1000.0

Time 8:29 14:57 14:52| 14:51
Height 170m 218m 174m 178m

Landing| 30 45 50 50 \
Over7am - E - B
2 |LOVEDAY, Beth 3572.7) 96.44) 3572.7) 690.8) 9381 9737 9701

Time 7:45 14:53 14:43 14:42
Height 169m 209m’ 181m 171m,

Landing| 15 45 40 30

QOver7am - E - B

3 |PASALAQUA, Terry 2882.6| 77.81| 2882.6| 733.6| 1000.0) 499.4| 649.6
Tima 73 14:50 7:52 9:41

Height 162m 151m 150m 145m|

Landing| 50 50 30 45

Over7sm - . - B

4 |WESTON, Kevin 2856.8| 77.12| 2856.8| 1000.0( 916.1 0.0 9407
Time 10:19 14:51 14:51

Height 183m 198m Om 179m

L recl 1 4 o A great weekend away for the 8 SSL members who competed in the Rob Jess F5J
by s Challenge in Horsham. Paul Moorfield was top qualifier after the 10 rounds flown
5 |WHITFIELD, Garry 22069 6200 22069 9293 9699 3977 00 . . o . .
) o e By in ideal conditions yesterday and came second behind Andrew Meyer in the fly

s W e e W offs today. 28C with very light winds. Absolutely perfect. A big thank you to the

Landlin 45 30 45
e i 4 {1 ve Wimmera Model Aircraft Club for the use of the club facilities and the awesome

6 |BAXTER, Mal 2030.9| 54.82 20309| 7825 2724| o760| 00| catering, to Rob Jess the owner of the property and to the RCGA and in particular
i A T o | and Jim for organising the event. The top 4 pilots in the final classification

Height!  222m  15tm|  161m
Landing| 0 25 35 0 today were SSL members!

Over75m ; ) 1 Yes S S L




